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The press is stored near Maidstone, Kent, 
England and is offered for sale for £6,000 
complete as it lies; buyer to collect. 
 
*The Hayle Mill Printing Museum was 
established at the historic handmade paper 
mill in 1970. At one time there were 2 
more Albions, a Columbian and a Cogger 
Press in the Museum as well as this very 
early Albion which I which I purchased 
from Newton Clarke of Charing, Kent in 
1978. The Museum was also used for 
printing by Simon Lawrence of the Fleece 
Press, Crispin & Jan Elsted who founded 
the Barbarian Press in the Museum and 
Graham Williams of the Florin Press. 
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I have not yet been able to fully establish the provenance 
of this very unusual press. James Mosely has commented: 
 
“The Albion Press about which you write is indeed 
interesting. Its mechanism is very similar to that of the 
very earliest surviving presses made by Cope, and it has 
the three bolts for attaching the platen that  
relates it to what may be the earliest dated press, 
apparently of 1822, which is now at the Printing Museum 
of the Toppan Company in Tokyo. 
 
That press was of course referred to briefly in the article 
by Reynolds Stone in his article on the Albion Press 
which was published in No. 2 of the Journal of the 
Printing Historical Society, which was reprinted  
separately by the Society not long ago. 
 

The form of the cast staple is not known to me at all. The 
legs remind me of an illustration of an Albion press that I 
have seen and cannot quite think where. If it comes to 
me, I will tell you. 
 
All in all, it does seem to me a very interesting survival 
and of some  historical importance. I am sure that it 
would be worth preserving, especially if the job of 
conservation were undertaken by someone skilled  
and scrupulous enough to record the various paint 
layers.” 

 
 
 
 

Simon Barcham Green 
 
simongreen@aol.com 
https://sites.google.com/site/simonbarchamgreen  
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SBG 02.04.2011 

mailto:simongreen@aol.com
https://sites.google.com/site/simonbarchamgreen
http://papermoulds.typepad.com/

